PSYC311: Psychology of Gender

Spring 2019, Warner

Final Paper
For the final paper of this class you will be asked to write an 8-10 page paper. You will need to turn

in two phases of this paper.

1. Final Paper Topic Draft Due: Friday March 29, 2019 (submit electronically to Moodle)

First, you’ll need to provide a 1-2 paragraph description of your paper topic (see below for options).

For this paper topic draft, be specific as possible in terms of the topic of your paper and how you plan to structure or organize the paper. This topic draft is ungraded.

NOTE: You can change your topic even after you’ve turned in your initial topic draft. However, I highly recommend that you turn in a new topic draft when you change your topic

2. Final Paper Due: Tuesday April 23, 2019 (submit electronically to Moodle)

This paper will be your opportunity to further explore an aspect of the psychology of gender that most interests you. Below I have provided two different topic choices.

Option #1: Pick a topic within psychology of gender that you want to learn more about. Write a research question and summarize the literature regarding what we know and do not know on the topic. Then based on the literature on this topic highlight what additional research should be done in order to further our understanding (you don’t have to spell out a specific research project; rather, you can highlight the general questions that still need to be answered). The research question that you choose to discuss needs to be fairly specific since you only have 8-10 pages. It can be stated in hypothesis or question form.

For example, let’s say that you’re interested in the fact that that there is conflicting evidence over the extent to which testosterone actually increases aggression or not. For your paper, you could review the research on this topic, and then suggest further directions that need to be taken to resolve the conflicting findings.

Option #2: Apply the concepts you have learned in this class to a real world issue. Choose a problem that's important to you, analyze the situation using concepts from psychology of gender, and propose a solution (based on theory and evidence found in the psychology of gender). For example, you could explore the prevalence of gender bias in sports or discrimination against men interested in childcare professions, etc. The problem that you choose to analyze needs to be fairly specific since you only have 8 to 10 pages. I will give feedback on your drafts to help make your topic specific enough.

REQUIREMENTS:

1. The focus of your paper must consider the psychology of gender. We adopt interdisciplinary approaches in this class, and you are welcome to do the same in your paper, but you must give significant attention to topics that are psychological in nature. If you are unsure as to whether your topic falls under the psychology of gender, make sure to highlight this issue in your topic draft so that you can receive feedback.

2. You must cite at least 5 outside scholarly sources* in your paper, i.e., not your textbook or supplementary readings. (You may use readings from our class for your paper, but they can’t count as outside sources.) Note: You MUST provide a references page in APA style.

*What is a scholarly source? Scholarly sources are 1) academic journal articles (literature reviews and empirical articles) and 2) chapters in an academic book. Scholarly sources are not 1) articles from newspapers or magazines nor are they 2) Wikipedia, blogs, or other such websites.

Paper Format:

1. Paper should be 8-10 pages long.

2. You must have a title page according to APA style, but you do NOT need an abstract.

3. Double spaced, 1 inch margins, Times New Roman font only.

4. References and internal citations must be according to APA style.

5. Page numbers/headings should also adhere to APA style.

6. Important Note on Quoting and Plagiarism:

Avoid using a lot of direct quotes, especially for those doing a literature review (standard psychology articles do not use many direct quotes). If you use too many quotes, your grade will suffer, since it is difficult to tell whether you understand the topic or not. As always, your paper must be in your own words. Avoid paraphrasing (i.e., changing a word here and there but basically using someone else’s sentences). Paraphrasing can slip easily into plagiarism and also makes for a boring paper. Plagiarism includes failure to put quotations around other people’s words. Also, when you are using your own words but are referring to someone else’s idea, you have to cite that person.

LATE POLICY:

Late papers will drop in score one third of a letter grade 24 hour period it is late (i.e., from A- to a B+ the first day late, and then down to a B the second day, etc.). This includes weekends. I will only waive these rules in the case of a documented emergency.
